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February 11/ 1977 
MEMORANDUM FOR ALL ASSISTANT SECRETARIES 0^U£4* 


Human Rights 


j/u 


</* 


The President has stressed this Administration’s 

strong commitment to the promotion of human rights. Th 
Department of State must help implement this goal 
foreign policy. _ 

To carry out a policy which isConstructive for 
furthering both human rights and our other nationa 

we need an overall human n ights strategy ..-. 

internal mechanism for helping assurej balanced deci^ ionsj 
in this area. To that end, I have taktrTthe IoHrovn.-rrg— 

actions: 

— Asked the Deputy Secretary to establish an ad hoc 
Human Rights Coordinating Group, administered by D/HA and 
to include, as appropriate, representatives from P, T, L, 

II S/P, 10, PM, EB, AID, and the regional bureaus 
initially at the Deputy Assistant Secretary level. The 
. hrcg will be the forum for coordination of human rights 
\ policymaking within the Department. 

— Requested the Policy Planning Staff, in consulta- 
+-ion with D/HA and cooperating with other mtere 
bur eaus^tQ 7 formulate a broad human rights policy for my 
review. 
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